
SBAC Terminology Clarification 

Text To Speech (TTS) 

Items vs. stimuli vs. passages 

 

  ELA (CAT) ELA (Perf. Task) 

Math (CAT  

and Perf. Task) 

TTS Options 

in TIDE 

Items  (3 - 8, 11) Items (3 - 8, 11) Items  (3 – 8, 11) 

Passages (6 - 8, 11) Stimuli (3 - 8, 11) Stimuli (3 – 8, 11) 

Items and Passages (6 - 8, 11) Items and Stimuli (3 - 8, 11) Items and Stimuli (3 – 8, 11) 

 

ELA CAT TTS: 

 TTS Items = Designated Support (all grades) 

 *TTS Passages = Accommodation (grades 6-8, 11) 

 *TTS Passages & Items = Accommodation (grades 6-8, 11) 

 Note: The setting ELA CAT TTS is in the same field/dropdown in TIDE and it does not indicate 

a differentiation between it being a Designated Support vs an Accommodation. So although 

you are able in TIDE to ‘set’ a 3rd – 5th grader with TTS Passages & Items which becomes an 

Accommodation, the system detects student is in grade 3-5 and it will not be enabled. 

ELA-PT TTS: (No Passages involved) 

 TTS Items = Designated Support (all grades) – (text on the right side of the screen)  

 TTS Stimuli = Designated Support (all grades) – (text on the left side of the screen) 

 TTS Items & Stimuli = Designated Support (stimuli on the left + items on the right) 

Math CAT & PT: (No passages involved) 

 TTS Items = Designated Support (all grades) – (text on the right side of the screen) 

 TTS Stimuli = Designated Support (all grades) – (text on the left side of the screen) 

 TTS Items & Stimuli = Designated Support (stimuli on the left + items on the right) 

  



SAMPLE ELA-PT 

STIMULI = TEXT ON LEFT      ITEMS = TEXT ON RIGHT 

 

 

 


